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STEWARTRY  of  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 


To:  The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright. 
The  Town  Councils  of  Kirkcudbright. 

Castle  Douglas. 

Dalbeattie. 

Gatehouse. 

New  Galloway. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  31  per  1000  live  births,  and  the 
birth  rate  was  17.9.  Both  rates  are  higher  than  they  have  been  for  some  years. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Members  of  the  County  Council  and  to 
the  staff  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  for  their  interest  and  help 
during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  B.  SHIEL 

County  Medical  Officer. 


Dun mu i r Road, 
Castle  Douglas 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

1958 


POPULATION  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid  1958  was  30,403.  It 
was  distributed  as  follows:- 


1958 

1957 

1956 

Landward  

19,  883 

19,715 

Burgh  of  Castle  Douglas 

3,346 

3,  324 

Burgh  of  Dalbeattie 

3,387 

3,432 

Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright 

2,526 

2,537 

Burgh  of  Gatehouse 

876 

844 

Burgh  of  New  Galloway  

293 

291 

BIRTHS.  The  number  of  live  births  registered  after  correction  for  transfer  was  544,  equal 
,o  a birth  rate  of  17  9.  Of  the  total  live  births,  22  were  illegitimate. 

STILL  BIRTHS  There  were  7 still  births,  which  is  equal  to  a rate  of  13  per  1,000  live 
drths. 


DEATHS  The  number  of  deaths,  after  correction  for  transfer,  was  390  which  is  equal  to  a 
rude  death  rate  of  12-8  per  1,000  or  11.4  per  1,000,  after  adjustment  for  age  and  sex. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows:  - 

(1)  Arterio  sclerosis  and  degenerative  heart  disease  120 

(2)  Malignant  neoplasms  64 

(3)  Vascular  lesions  affecting  central  nervous  system  66 

250 

68$  of  all  deaths  occurred  at  ages  65  and  over,  and  42$  occurred  at  age  75  and  over. 

There  were  three  deaths  due  to  accidents  in  the  home,  six  due  to  motor  accidents  and  five  due 
o accidents  of  other  kinds. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  17  children  died  before  they  were  a year  old,  and  13  of  these  died  before 
hey  were  four  weeks  old,  due  to  congenital  conditions,  birth  injuries  or  prematurity. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  There  were  no  deaths  due  to  puerperal  causes. 


MARRIAGES.  There  were  210  marriages,  equal  to  a rate  of  6.9  per  1,000,  comparing  with  7.6 
i 1957,  6.3  in  1956,  and  7.1  in  1955- 


The  following  table  shows  the  trend  of  the  vital  statistics  over  the  past  24  years;- 


T.  B 

infant 

Neo-natal 

Still 

Maternal 

Quinquennial 

Birth 

Death 

Death 

Death 

Death 

Birth 

Death 

Period 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

1935- 1939 

17.  5 

14.6 

0.49 

61.2 

35.6 

- 

6.47 

1940-  1944 

17.0 

13.6 

0.51 

53.4 

36.4 

31.0 

3.38 

1945-1949 

18.6 

13.1 

0.50 

44.8 

30.4 

29.4 

3.80 

1950-1954 

17.0 

11  8 

0.26 

31.  8 

22.6 

27.4 

0.39 

1955 

17.3 

12.2 

0 13 

25.0 

23  0 

24  0 

1956 

17.2 

12.2 

0.03 

17.0 

10.0 

23.0 

- 

1957 

15.4 

10.9 

0.07 

11.0 

4.0 

19.0 

2 0 

1958 

17.9 

11  4 

0.  10 

31.0 

24.0 

13  0 

- 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS 


.1  . Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers.  The  arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years. 
Expectant  mothers  who  are  to  be  confined  in  hospital  still  attend  the  ante-natal  clinics  in 
Castle  Douglas,  Newton  Stewart  or  Dumfries,  An  attempt  was  made  to  get  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  to  hold  an  ante-natal  clinic  in  Dalbeattie,,  where  mothers  have  to  travel  to  Dumfries,  but 
without  success. 

(b)  Child  Welfare.  Child  Welfare  Clinics  continued  to  operate  in  the  Burghs  of  Kirkcud- 
bright, Castle  Douglas  and  Dalbeattie.  Castle  Douglas  is  still  without  proper  premises,  and  the 
hall  which  is  used  is  unsuitable.  Despite  this  fact,  the  attendances  at  Castle  Douglas  are  as 
high  as  at  Kirkcudbright  or  Dalbeattie.  Small  Centres  were  opened  in  Creetown  and  Minnigaff  during 


the  year. 

The  attendances  were 

as  follows;- 

Castle  Douglas 

Dalbeattie 

Kirkcudbright 

Creetown 

Minnigaff 

Under  1 year 

384 

377 

225 

172 

70 

Over  1 year 

57 

78 

5 

- 

49 

(c)  Dental  Care,  Dental  care  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  service  for  pre-school  children  has  not  developed  so  satis- 
factorily. 


No.  inspected 

No.  requiring 
treatment 

No.  accepting 
treatment 

No.  actually 
treated 

Expectant  Mothers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Nursing  Mothers 

28 

28 

28 

28 

Pre-school  Children 

16 

11 

11 

11 

(d)  Prevention  of  Break-up  of  Families.  A considerable  amount  of  time  and  energy  is  spent  by 
the  Children’s  Officer,  the  Probation  Officer,  the  District  Nursing  Sisters,  and  the  Psychiatrists 
of  the  Crichton  Royal,  on  this  problem.  In  most  instances  in  this  County,  problem  families  are  a 
floating  population,  more  or  less  on  the  move  into  and  out  of  the  neighbouring  counties.  Often, 
though  not  always,  the  families  are  large.  Generally  speaking  they  are  employed  in  the  remoter  areas 
of  the  county,  where  labour  is  more  difficult  to  obtain,  and  they  are  therefore  more  difficult  to 
supervise.  As  an  example,  one  such  family  lives  in  such  an  isolated  house/  that  it  takes  the  better 
part  of  a day  to  visit  them,  even  by  car. 


(e)  Welfare  Foods.  The  distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  continued  as  in  previous  years.  In 
some  areas,  since  the  increase  in  price  of  National  Dried  Milk,  the  sale  has  gone  down,  and  the  sale 
of  Ostermilk  has  increased.  The  reason  is  obvious.  A tin  of  National  Dried  Milk  costs  2/4d  and  an 
equivalent  clinic  pack  of  Ostermilk  costs  2/9A-  For  an  extra  5d  a mother  can  obtain  dried  milk  and 
at  the  same  time  7 pints  of  milk  at  the  cheap  rate. 


The  following  quantities  were  sold^- 

National  Dried  Milk 

Cod  Liver  Oil  

Vitamin  Tablets  .... 
Orange  Juice  

Rose  Hip  Syrup  

Virol  

Ostermilk  


16,008  tins 
1,  669  bottles 
818  packets 
9,722  bottles 

960  bottles 
480  tins 
684  packets 
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II  . Midwifery.  148  babies  were  bom  at  home*  and  a further  401  were  bom  in  hospital.  27$  of  all 
births  took  place  at  home*  as  compared  with  33$  in  1957- 

(i)  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year  - that  is  before 

correction  for  mothers'  residence  - Live  births  147;  Still  Births  1 Total  148 


Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  Institutions  (including  private 
maternity  homes) 

Total  number  of  births  occurring  at  home  148 

Number  of  births  in  (ill)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  at  birth;  - 

Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23(2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Other  Domiciliary 

(Scotland)  Act*  1947.  Cases. 


I / 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by  the 
Authority  including  those 
engaged  on  a fee-per-case 
basis 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by 
voluntary  organisations 
under  arrangement  by  the 
Authority. 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by 
Hospital  Boards  of  Manage- 
ment under  arrangements 
made  by  the  Authority  with 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board 

d)  Private  practising  Midwives 

rl  e)  Other  cases  not  specified 
above 

f)  Totals  72  76 


Doctor 

Doctor 

Midwi fe 

Doctor 

Midwife 

Without 

engaged 

engaged 

alone 

and 

alone 

Doctor 

and 

and  not 

(No  Dr. 

Mi  dwi  f e 

(No  Dr. 

or 

present 

present 

engaged) 

engaged 

engaged) 

Mi  dwi  fe 

Total 

72 

76 

- 

- 

- 

- 

148 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 


i 

ar 

ai 


(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  under  Section  14  of  the 
Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1951,  by  a midwife 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  by  a midwife  where  doctor 
was  engaged  but  not  present 


(vi) 


Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(a)  Number  of  midwives  qualified  to  administer  analgesics 

(b)  Number  of  midwives  who  received  their  training  during  the  year 

(c)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(d)  Number  of  sets  on  order  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  analgesia  was  administered  by  midwives 

in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  - Doctor  not  present 

Doctor  present 


Gas  & Air  Trilene 

14  11 

ID 

14  3 


38 

56  2 
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(f)  Number  of  cases  In  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  midwifes  in 

domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  - Doctor  not  present  18 

Doctor  present  49 

(vii)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  the  end  of  the  year  14 

III  . Health  Visiting.  The  Health  Visiting  arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years.  The 
pattern  of  Health  Visiting  has  been  changing  and  much  more  time  is  now  being  devoted  to  problem 
families,  old  people  etc. 


No.  visited 

Total  Visil 

Expectant  mothers  (Booked  for  hospital) 

53 

264 

do.  (Home) 

148 

1094 

Children  under  1 year 

916 

48  35 

Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 

2176 

4773 

Tuberculosis  cases 

223 

1117 

Old  People 

177 

1485 

Other  Cases 

31 

288 

(IV..  Home  Nursing.  As  in  previous  years,  Home  Nursing  was  mainly  devoted  to  the  nursing  of  the 
chronic  sick,  and  some  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  position;  - 

Number  of  long-term  sick  or  chronic  sick 


Cardiac  48 

Senility  53 

Hemiplegia  31 

Malignant  Neoplasms  49 

Gynaecological  conditions  37 

Arthritis  25 

Disseminated  Sclerosis  3 

Varicose  ulcers,  etc.  9 

Injection  Therapy. 

A.  Antibiotics 

Sepsis  78 

Pneumonia  19 

Bronchitis  5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  7 

Influenza 

B.  Other  Drugs 

Anaemia  81 

Arthritis  3 

Cardiac  Conditions  27 

Diabetes  Mellitus  10 

Neuritis  1 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  District  Nurses  1690 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  21694 


V.  Domestic  Help.  The  Home  Help  Service  continued  as  in  previous  years.  12  part-time  Home  Helj 
were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  10  old  people  and  19  other  cases,  including  chronic  sick, 
received  the  services  of  a Home  Help.  In  all,  10,100  hours  were  devoted  to  the  service. 


13 


Less 
than  1 

2_ 

_3  _4_ 

5 

6_  1 

li 

_2_ 

& 

More  than 

month 

mon ths 

months  months 

months  months  year 

years  years 

years 

2i  years 

Cases 

7 

4 

2 

•- 

3 

4 

4 

2 

3 

VI,. 

Vaccination  and 

Immunisation. 

The  following 

table  shows 

the  number 

of  children 

who  were 

vaccinated  against  Smallpox  and  for  whom  record  cards  were  returned  during  the  year:- 


Primary  Vaccinations  Re  Vaccinations 


Year  of  birth 

Positive 

Negative 

Positive 

Negative 

1958 

265 

5 

__ 

__ 

1957 

121 

5 

- 

- 

1956 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1955-1944 

7 

1 

8 

- 

1943  or  earlier 

2 

- 

59 

9 

397 

11 

67 

9 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria  and  Pertussis 
for  whom  record  cards  were  returned  during  the  year:;- 


Number  of  Children  who 

Number 

of  Booster 

Doses 

Year  of  birth 

completed  a full  course  of 

given 

during  the 

year 

immunisation  during  the  year 

1958 

109 

- 

1957 

268 

- 

1956 

35 

- 

1955 

8 

- 

1954 

2 

- 

1953 

- 

257 

1952 

- 

142 

1951 

1 

4 

1950 

- 

3 

1949 

- 

- 

1948 

- 

1 

1947 

- 

- 

1946 

- 

- 

1945 

- 

- 

1944 

- 

- 

1943  or  earlier 

— 

~~ 

Total  423 

407 

During  the  years  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  was  extended  to  include  all  young  persons  up  to 
25  years  of  age.  The  response  during  1958,  from  the  15-25  age  group  was,  however,  disappointing. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  considered  that  a third  injection  of  vaccine  was  desirable,  and  that  this 
should  be  given  not  earlier  than  seven  months  after  the  second. 


No. 

of  persons 

No,  of  persons 

No.  of  persons  who 

who 

received 

who  received 

received  three 

one 

injection 

two  injections 

injections  during 

during  year 

during  year 

Persons  bom  1943  - 1958 

262 

2584 

155 

Persons  bom  1933  - 1942 

10 

24 

- 

Expectant  Mothers 

General  practitioners  and  their 

5 

21 

families 

3 

- 

277 


263  2 


155 
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Total  number  of  persons  who  have  received  two  Injections  since  the  Scheme  started  42 

Total  number  of  persons  who  have  received  three  injections  since  the  Scheme  started  1 


Vlil.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-  Care. 

(a)  Tuberculosis.  As  in  previous  years,  B C Gc  Vaccination  was  offered  to  all  school 
leavers  and  contacts.  96.23$  of  those  eligible  accepted  vaccination.  Of  those  Heaf- tested,  90.87$ 


proved  to  be  negative  and  were 

vaccinated. 

Tuberculin 

Negative 

Vaccinated 

Tested 

Reactors 

during  1958 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

Contacts 

12 

14 

10 

12 

10  12 

School  Leavers 

111 

108 

101 

98 

101  98 

New  bom  babies 

2 

- 

2 

- 

8 12 

(b)  Chiropody.  The  Chiropody  Service  continued  to 

be  supplied  by  the 

Stewartry  Branch  i 

the  British  Red  Cross  Society  to  all  old  people.  717 

visits 

were  paid 

to  old  people  requiring 

treatment. 

(c)  Prevention  of  Home 

Accidents. 

During 

the  year 

, information  was  received  from  the 

Dumfries  and  Galloway  Hospital  : 

Board,  of  all 

home  accidents 

treated  in 

hospital 

or  at  hospital  ou 

patient  departments. 

ynder 

1 vr. 

1-5  5-15 

15-20 

20-45 

45-60 

60-75  i 

Over  75 

Poisoning 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Fractures 

- 

- 

2 

4 

7 

8 

Lacerations 

6 2 

2 

6 

4 

- 

- 

Burns  1 

5 5 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Concussion 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

During  the  "Guard  that  Fire"  Campaign,  shops  co-operated  in  displaying  propaganda  posteri 
and  the  District  Nursing  Sisters  paid  special  attention  to  fireguards  at  home  visits.  The  campaip 
made  little  or  no  impact  and  I doubt  if  propaganda  in  an  area  such  as  this  has  any  effect. 

(d)  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer.  No  action  has  been  taken  on  this  matter. 

TUBERCULOSIS  - STATISTICAL  RETURNS,  1958. 

PART  I - RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Number  of  cases  confirmed  to  be  suffering  from  active  respiratory  tuberculosis 

during  the  year. 

AGE  GROUPS 


Under 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

35  and 

45  and 

55  and 

65  and 

_1 

under  5 

under  15 

under  25 

under  35 

under  45 

under  55 

under  65 

upwards 

Tota 

Males 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

5 

Females 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

5 

Total 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

2 

2 

2 

10 

15 


Number  of 

new  cases  in 

above  table  admitted  to  Hospital  for 

Tuberculosis 

treatment 

for  the  first  time  during  the  year. 

AGE  GROUPS 

Under 

15  15  and  under  45  45  and  over 

To  tal 

Males 

2 2 

4 

Females 

1 

1 3 

5 

Total 

1 

3 5 

9 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to,  discharged  from  or  dying  in 

Tuberculosis 

Hospitals* 

Sanatoria, 

or  wards  in  other  Hospitals  reserved 

for  the  treat- 

ment  of  the  Tuberculous. 

Under  15 
15-44 


and  over 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 


In  Hospital 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Died  in 

In  Hospital  on 

on  January  1 

during  year 

during  year 

Hospi  tal 

December  31 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

3 

- 

2 

2 

5 

5 

- 

2 

Total 


7 14  13  1 7 


PART  II  - NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS, 


Number  of  cases  confirmed  to  be  suffering  from  active  non- respiratory 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  {excluding  transfers  In)  . 

Form  Sex  -1  1-5  5-15  15-25  25-35  35  45  45  55  55-65  65-  Total 

Males  - - - - - - 

nes  and  Joints  Feinales  - - - - - - - 1-1 

Males  - - - _ - - - ___ 

erficial  Glands  Females  _ _ _ _ - i - 1-2 

Total  - - - - 1 - 2-3 


PART  III  - ANALYSIS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS » 

Number  of  persons  who  died  from  tuberculosis  In  the  area  during  the  year 
with  the  period  elapsing  between  notification  or  intimation  and  death 

(Persons  dying  in  sanatoria*  etc.,  are  included  in  the  figures  for  the 
area  in  which  they  had  their  home  residence). 


o.  of  persons  who  died  from  tuberculosis 
of  whom  - 

Not  notified  or  notified  only  at  or  after  death 
Notified  less  than  1 month  before  death 
Notified  from  1 to  3 months  before  death 
Notified  from  3 to  6 months  before  death 
Notified  from  6 to  12  months  before  death 
Notified  from  1 to  2 years  before  death 
Notified  over  2 years  before  death 


Respiratory  Non- Respiratory 


Males 

1 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1 

1 

- 

> 

Total 

2 

1 

- 

- 
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PART  IV  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Return  of  Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December,  1958, 
who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


-1  1-5  5 15  15  25 

25  35 

35  45 

45-55 

55-65 

65 

Total 

Males 

5 15 

13 

15 

19 

8 

5 

80 

Respiratory 

Females 

2 31 

20 

11 

10 

5 

6 

85 

Males 

- 1 

1 

5 

2 

— 

9 

Non-Respiratory 

Females 

- 2 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

14 

Vlt.Lo  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases.  There  were  no  epidemics  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease.  There  was  an  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning,  however*  due  to  Staph.  Aureus  (coagulase  posi 
which  was  traced  to  milk  from  cows  which  were  suffering  from  Mastitis  due  to  the  same  organism. 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  due  to  cheese  made  in  Kirkcudbright  Parish  was  reported  in  t 
same  month,  affecting  patients  in  a mental  hospital  in  Hampshire.  The  causal  organism  here  agai 
was  Staph.  Aureus  (coagulase  positive)  and  belonging  to  phage  type  53/54/75.  Veterinary  examina 
of  the  cows,  from  whose  milk  the  cheese  had  been  made*  showed  some  of  them  to  be  suffering  from 
subclinical  mastitis. 

Strict  attention  was  paid  to  the  cooling  of  the  milk  from  these  herds  after  the  infected 
animals  had  been  removed,  and  the  milk  was  diverted  for  manufacture  until  the  Regional  Veterina 
Officer  was  satisfied  that  the  herds  were  free  from  infection. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  ye 


At 

All  Under 

Ages  1 1-5  5 15 


15-25  25-35  35-45  45-65  65- 


Cases  remov 
to  hospita 


Cerebro -spinal  fever 
Dysentery 
Erysipel as 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Food  Poisoning 


- - 2 

- 3 

12- 
1 


1 

14-  5 


IX,  Mental  Health  Service,.  The  arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years.  In  a rural  ar 
such  as  this,  the  disposal  of  mental  defectives  presents  an  almost  insoluble  problem.  It  is  tru 
that  a fair  proportion  of  mentally  handicapped  children  are  educated  at  the  special  classes  in 
Castle  Douglas,  Kirkcudbright  and  Dalbeattie,  but  the  rest  take  their  chance  as  far  as  possible 
at  ordinary  schools.  The  Occupation  Centre,  organised  by  the  Association  of  Parents  of  Handi- 
capped Children,  deals  with  only  a very  few  of  the  ineducable  children,  and  Hannahfield  at  the 
Crichton  Royal,  with  a few  more,  and  only  for  a short  time. 

The  ineducable  children  present  no  social  problem,  but  the  high  grade  mentally  handicapped 
children  do,  particularly  girls,  and  many  of  them  in  recent  years  have  been  in  the  care  of  the 
Children  s Committee.  If  there  were  sufficient  beds  for  mental  defectives,  some  of  the  problems 
which  faced  the  Children  s Officer  would  not  have  arisen. 
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x. 


MENTAL  DEFECTIVES 


In  Certified  Institutions  , 

Liberated  from  Certified  Institutions  on  Licence 

Boarded-out  under  guardianship  in  the  Stewartry 

Boarded-out  guardianship  outwith  the  Stewartry 

Boarded-out  in  Ravenspark  Hospitals  Irvine  ............... 

BOARDED  OUT  LUNATICS 

Boarded-out  Lunatics  in  the  Stewartry  supervised  by  the 
"Authorised  Officer"  

Nurseries  and  Child-Minders  Act. 

Number  of  Nursery  Schools  registered  1. 


12 

3 

1 

2 


F. 

12 

3 

3 

1 

1 


Total 

24 

3 

6 

2 

3 


FOOD  SUPPLY 

Milk.  Inspections  of  dairy  premises  were  carried  out  as  in  previous  years.  With  few 
exceptions,  most  dairy  premises  with  T. T.  Licences  are  up  to  the  required  standard. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951, 

Biological  Sampling.  This  was  discontinued  during  the  year. 

—— — — — — — ~ 

Results  of  sampling  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1958. 


Certified 


T.T. 

3319 

538  ( 16. 2%) 
540 
6 


TOTAL 

3324 

538  (16. 2$) 
541 
6 


No.  of  Samples  taken  during  1958  5 

No.  and  percentage  which  failed  to  satisfy  the  standard 
Total  No.  of  Licenses  at  31st  December,  1957  1 

1 Decrease  in  No.  of  Licences  during  the  year 
No.  and  percentage  of  producers  whose  supplies  failed 
to  comply  with  the  standard 

(a)  at  any  time  during  the  year  - 300(55.5%)  300(55.3%) 

(b)  on  three  or  more  consecutive  occasions  - 27  27 

* (c)  on  three  or  more  occasions  - 65  65 

No.  of  Licences  reported  to  the  Committee  because  of 

unsatisfactory  results  (2  samples)  - 106  106 

No.  of  licences  suspended  - 12  12 

No.  of  licences  revoked  - 

♦Includes  supplies  entered  at  (b) 

Table  showing  number  of  supplies  which  failed  in  2 or  more  consecutive  tests  during  the 
year. 

No.  of  consecutive  tests 
2 3 4 5 6 

No.  of  supplies  failing  tests  76  23  4 - - 
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*B. 


Table  showing  number  of  supplies  which  failed  to  satisfy  the  standard  on  one  or  more  occas 
during  the  year. 

No-  of  times  supplies  failed  test 
during  year 

01234567 
No.  of  supplies  failing  tests  251  159  76  44  17  3 1 - 


^Includes  supplies  entered  at  A- 


Total  samples 


3324  - Routine 

36  - Qualifying  and  re-qualifying 
146  - Schools 
23  - Distributors 
22  - Ordinary 
55  - Test  Samples 
231  - Rinses 

- - Animal  Inoculation 

3837 


2.  Meat  Inspection.  Most  of  the  slaughtering  in  the  County  is  still  carried  out  at  Castle 
Douglas  slaughterhouse,,  though  there  are  two  private  slaughterhouses  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority,  one  dealing  only  with  pigs.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  each  case  act  as  Detention 
Officers  and  a Veterinary  Officer  acts  as  Meat  Inspector. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  condemnations: - 

Cattle  excluding  Sheep  & 

Cows  & Calves  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 

1.  TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned  --  - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  - - - 12 

2.  CYSTICERCOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned  because  of 

generalised  infestation  - - 

Whole  carcases  condemned  because  no 

refrigeration  available  - - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  - - 

^Carcases  subjected  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  and  subsequently 
passed  7 

3.  ACTINOMYCOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  3 

4.  SEPTICAEMIA  (Fevered  Carcases) 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 2 41  81 

5.  TRICHINOSIS 


Whole  carcases  condemned 
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Cattle  excluding 
Cows  & Calves 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

6.  ALL  OTHER  DISEASES 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

186 

5 

- 

984 

190 

(TOTAL  of  diseased  animals  slaughtered 
as  shown  at  1 to  6 above,  excluding 


the  figures  at  * 

190 

7 

41 

1065 

213 

TOTAL  Number  of  animals  slaughtered 

1367 

17 

5541 

58669 

4771 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1.  (1)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Carlingwark  House. 

— 

In  1958,  for  the  first  time  since  it  was  opened  in  1952,  the  demand  for  admission  to 
Carlingwark  House  diminished,  and  in  November  the  numbers  were  lower  than  they  had  ever  been 
before.  The  type  of  patient  seeking  admission  also  changed,  and  most  of  them  could  be 
classified  as  frail  ambulant,  or  handicapped  in  some  way,  either  by  blindness,  hemiplegia. 


diabetes  mellitus,  osteoarthritis,  etc.  More  cases  have  been  admitted 

from 

the  geriatric  wards 

of  the  hospitals  and  from  the  Crichton  Royal.  Despite  the  change, 

Carlingwark  is 

fulfilling  a 

need  even  more  than  it  did  before,  though  it  must  be  admitted  that  as 

far  as  the 

staff  is 

concerned,  even  with  smaller  numbers,  there  has  been  considerably 

more  work 

than 

there  used  to 

be. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

No.  of  residents  at  l/l/58 

13 

16 

29 

Admitted  during  the  year  

6 

5 

11 

Discharged  during  the  year  

4 

6 

10 

Died  during  the  year 

3 

5 

8 

No.  of  residents  at  31/12/58  

12 

10 
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Ravenspark  Hospital, 

No.  of  Stewartry  residents  at  l/ %/ 58 

5 

3 

8 

Admitted  during  the  year 

3 

1 

4 

Discharged  during  the  year  

4 

1 

5 

Died  during  the  year 

- 

- 

p 

No.  of  Stewartry  residents  at  31/12/58 

4 

3 

7 

In  Other  Institutions. 

No.  of  Stewartry  residents  at  l/l/58  

3 

3 

6 

Admitted  during  the  year  

1 

- 

1 

Discharged  during  the  year  

1 

- 

1 

No.  of  Stewartry  residents  at  31/12/58  

3 

3 

6 
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Welfare  Services.  The  Welfare  Services  for  the  Blind  functioned  satisfactorily  during 

the  year. 


Dumfries  and  Galloway  Mission  to  the  Blind. 

M.  F.  Total 

25  27  52 

3 2 5 


28  29  57 

Transferred  to  other  areas - - 

Died  within  the  year . 2 3 5 

No.  of  Blind  Persons  on  Register  at  31/12/58  26  26  52 

Of  this  number;- 

Employed  in  Workshops - 2 2 

In  open  employment 1 - 1 

Not  suitable  for  employment 25  24  49 


26  26  52 


(iii)  Deaf  or  Dumb.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbrightshire  Misslc 
to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  was  re-organised.  At  31st  December,  1958,  9 persons  were  receiving  Welfare 
Services  from  the  Mission. 

(iv)  Cripples.  There  are  still  no  arrangements  for  the  welfare  of  cripples,  and  any  servic 
would  be  difficult  to  organise. 

(v)  Registration  and  Inspection  of  Homes  for  Disabled  and  Old  Persons.  Machermore  Castle 
was  inspected  on  several  occasions  during  the  year.  The  standards  were,  as  in  previous  years,  very 
high. 

(vi)  A Meals  on  Wheels  Scheme  was  inaugurated  during  the  year,  and  this,  along  with  the 
Domestic  Help  Service,  has  made  it  possible  for  many  old  people  to  live  at  home.  More  could  still 
be  done  for  old  people  at  community  level,  and  some  communities  in  the  county  are  much  better 
served  in  this  respect  than  others. 

(vii)  Removals.  There  were  no  removals  during  the  year  under  Section  27  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948. 

(viii)  Care  of  Property.  In  two  instances  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  charge  of  property 
under  Section  48  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

(ix)  Burial  of  three  unclaimed  bodies  was  undertaken  during  the  year  under  Section  50  of  th 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948- 


No.  of  Blind  Persons  on  Register  at  l/l/58 
New  cases  certified  during  the  year  ...... 

Transferred  from  other  areas  
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Year  ending  31st  July?  1958 


General  Statistics. 

Population  of  the  Area 30,403 

Number  of  School s:- 

(a)  Primary 47 

(b)  Junior  Secondary  6 

(c)  Senior  Secondary 1 

(d)  (1)  Special  Schools 

(ii)  Special  Classes  in  Ordinary  Schools 3 

(e)  In  receipt  of  Grant  from  Education  Authority  and  under  Medical  Inspection  . 

(f)  Education  in  other  establishments  (Section  14)  Education  (Scotland) 

Act,  1946  1 

Number  of  children  on  register  4872 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  4491 


. Sanitary  Conditions  in  Schools.  The  sanitary  condition  of  all  the  schools  in  the  Stewartry 
s on  the  whole  very  satisfactory.  New  Junior  Secondary  Schools  were  opened  at  Castle  Douglas  and 


albeattle. 

. Medical  Inspection. 

1309  children 

were  examined 

and  387  or 

29. 56$  suffered 

from  some 

lie  average  heights  and  weights  were  as 

follows:  - 

No.  weighed 
and  measured 

Average 

age 

Average 
height 
in  inches 

Average 
weight 
in  pounds 

it. ran t.s  ........ 

Boys 

229 

5 3/12 
5 3/ 12 

43.15 

42.48 

Girls 

229 

43.  13 

40.85 

tiildren  bom  in 

1948  ... 

Boys 
Gi  rls 

253 

205 

9 8/12 
9 8/12 

52.86 

52.40 

66.90 

64.63 

nildren  bom  in 

1944  ... 

Boys 

Girls 

189 

172 

13  9/12 
13  9/12 

61.41 
61.  13 

102.29 

107.84 

lildren  bom  in 

1941  ... 

Boys 

Girls 

9 

13 

16  6/12 
16  8/12 

67.  25 
63.00 

145.71 

120.67 

Medical  Treatment. 

(a)  The  following  minor  ailments  were  treated  by  district  nurses  on  visits  to  schools:- 


1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries 18 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear 1 

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  (excluding  defective  vision)  1 


4.  Diseases  of  the  skin:- 

Ringworm  (Scalp)  - x-ray  treatment 
other  treatment 


Ringworm  (Body)  * 1 

Scabies 4 

Impetigo 11 

5.  Other  diseases 84 


(b)  Defective  vision  and  Squint.  The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  Defective  Vision 
id  Squint  continued  as  in  previous  years,  and  Clinics  were  held  at  Castle  Douglas,  Dalbeattie 
id  Kirkcudbright.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Hospital  Car  Service  for  children  requiring 
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Orthoptic  Treatment  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Orthoptic  Clinic  in  Ayr.  During  the  year,  264  children 
were  examined  at  the  Eye  Clinics  at  Kirkcudbright,  Castle  Douglas  and  Dalbeattie,  in  83  of  these 
cases,  glasses  were  prescribed. 

(c)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat.  The  arrangements  continued  as  in  previous  years.  Out-patient 
clinics  were  held  monthly  at  Castle  Douglas  Hospital,  and  operative  treatment  was  carried  out  at 
Dumfries  Infirmary.  During  the  year  103  children  were  treated. 

(d)  Early  Ascertainment  of  Deafness.  Audiometric  testing  was  carried  out  as  in  previous 
years,  and  children  suspected  of  being  deaf  were  referred  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon. 
Two  District  Nursing  Sisters  attended  a training  course  on  Deafness  in  Young  Children  at  the 
University  of  Manchester. 
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TABLE  I 

A.  Total  number  of  children  examined  ats- 

Sy sterna tic 
Examinations 


Ordinary  Schools 


En tran ts  . 

Children  bom  in  1948  

Children  born  in  1944  354 

Secondary  Schools 

Children  born  in  1941 22 

1309 


B.  Other  Examinations 

Children  born  in  1950  - Visual  Acuity  and  Hearing  only 390 

Special  Cases  21 

Re- inspections  by  Medical  Officer  172 

Others  74 


657 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  examinations  who  were  notified 
to  parents  as  requiring  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries) 


Entrants 22 

Children  born  in  1948  28 

Children  born  in  1944  28 

Children  born  in  1941  1 

Children  bom  in  1950  (Visual  Acuity 

and  Hearing  only)  32 

Special  Cases 17 

Others  ............................... .21 


149 
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TABLE  IV 


Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  Area 


1.  Blind 


3 

H 

8 

2 


2-  Partially  sighted: 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the  curriculum  of  an  ordinary 
school  would  adversely  affect  the  eye  condition  ...... 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye  e.  g,  cataract,  ulceration, 
etc.,  which  render  the  child  unable  to  read  ordinary 
school  books  or  to  see  well  enough  to  be  taught  in  an 

ordinary  school  5 - - - 5 


3.  Deaf: 

Grade  1 . « 
Grade  11a 
Grade  lib 
Grade  111 


53 

34  1 

2 

1 


53 

35 

2 

1 


4.  Defective  Speech-; 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring  special  educational 

measures 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special  educational  measures  .... 

5.  Mentally  Defective: 

(Children  between  5 and  16  years) 

(a)  Educable  (I.  Q„  approx.  50-70)  

(b)  Ineducable  (I.  Q.  generally  less  than  50)  

[6.  Epilepsy 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a residential  school)  ... 

7.  Physically  Defective  (Children  between  5 and  16  years)  : 

(a)  Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (excluding  Cervical  Glands) 

(b)  General  Orthopaedic  conditions  

(c)  Organic  Heart  Disease 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill  health: 

Asthma 

Bronchiectasis  

Chorea 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Coeliac  Disease 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  - Glands  


2 

4 


36  15 

1 11 

8 


19  1 

13 


7 

4 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 


2 

4 


51 

4 16 


8 


20 

13 


8 

4 
1 
1 
2 

5 
1 


Multiple  Defects: 

Mentally  and  Physically  Defective 
Mentally  Defective  and  Epileptic 


112 

1 


4 

1 
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TABLE  V 

REPORT  on  DENTAL  INSPECTION  and  TREATMENT 

Number  of  children  who  were;- 

(1)  Inspected  by  the  Dental  Officer 


(a) 

Sys tematic 

<b) 

Special  and 

TOTAL 

Group 

examinations 

emergency  cases 

4 

1 

1 

2 

5 

349 

- 

349 

6 

400 

- 

400 

7 

440 

440 

8 

425 

2 

427 

9 

367 

2 

309 

10 

458 

2 

460 

11 

465 

3 

468 

12 

348 

- 

348 

13 

263 

2 

268 

14 

247 

2 

249 

15 

73 

2 

75 

16 

19 

- 

19 

17 

2 

- 

2 

18 

- 

- 

- 

3857 

16 

3873 

(2) 

Found  to  require  treatment  . 

3011 

16 

3027 

(2a) 

Number  accep ting  treatment  

1498 

16 

1514 

(3) 

Actually  treated  by  the  School  Dental  Officer 

1512 

16 

1528 

(4) 

Number  of  attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  . . 

4387 

22 

4409 

(5) 

Fillings,: 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth  

2464 

8 

2472 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  ................................. 

256 

3 

239 

(6) 

Extractions; 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth  

463 

9 

472 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  ................................. 

2622 

6 

2628 

(7) 

Number  of  Administrations  of  a general  anaesthetic  for 

extractions  

* 

(8) 

Other  operations: 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

914 

6 

920 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth  ................................ 

486 

— 

486 

(9) 

Half-days  devoted  to  inspections  

50 

- 

50 

(10) 

Half-days  devoted  to  treatment  

678 

- 

678 

(11) 

Number  of  children  treated  under  private  arrangement  .. 

708 

- 

708 

(12) 

Refusal  s 

805 

- 

80S 

^Number  awaiting  treatment  at  1st  August, 

1957  

Number  awaiting  treatment  at  31st  July, 

1958  

RESULTS  OF  AUDIOMETRIC  TESTS 


31 


c 

H 

Q-. 

0) 

0) 

o 

O 

u 

(U 

Z 

fH 

T3 

L- 

C 

• 

fH 

0) 

W 

•H 

O 

fH 

rH 

£ 

0) 

Q 

O 

o 

p 

•P 

<o 


05 

S 


to  Vi 

01 


40 


$ 


00 


00 

rH  rf* 


CD  ^ 
f CO 


01 


of 

c 

0) 

t- 

'O 

0) 

> 

«H 

P 

CD 

Vi  00 

vi 

OJ 

*2 

05 

• 

rH 

Q) 

N 

OJ  f 

OJ 

fH 

rH 

o 

•H 

• 

• 

r~D 

D 

Q 

10 

f 

c 

Cm 

0) 

rH 

to 

O 

u 

<d 

01 

Vi  CD 

Vi 

o 

rH 

T3 

P 

01 

oo  r 

00 

0J 

to 

rH 

• f 

• 

O 

•H 

o 

IO 

z 

X 

z 

05 

05 

u 

c 

<D 

T3 

99 

34 

c 

If 

*0 

0) 

P 

s 

22 

rH 

CO 

f 

f 

O 

•H 

0) 

z 

X 

H 

u 

c 

4- 

0 

73 

o 

u 

0) 

T5 

p 

1C 

OJ 

CD 

00 

rH 

CO 

CO 

to 

OJ 

CD 

to 

o 

fH 

fH 

T$< 

f 

sc 

X 

o 

3 

8 

P 

0) 

5° 

bO 

C 

9 

05 

CO 

cd 

fH 

rH 

0) 

P 

00 

P 

P 

cd 

f 

0) 

0) 

9 

CO 

X 

x 

c 

2 

p 

0) 

o 

o 

cd 

L- 

P 

c 

c 

•H 

•v 

cd 

a, 

rH 

fH 

> 

>» 

V 

rH 

B 

0) 

c 

> 

•H 

p 

o 

c 

c 

t- 

8 

cd 

X 

o 

p 

p 

r« 

p. 

a 

o 

0) 

CO 

3 

o 

o 

p 

0) 

,o 

& 

p 

o 

o 

! 

4> 

P 

cd 

p 

'U 

c 

c 

c 

CO 

60 

(0 

0) 

<D 

P 

05 

p 

P 

3 

c- 

t- 

c 

u 

US 

CO 

G 

O 

TJ 

0) 

'C 

0) 

•H 

rH 

co 

rH 

3 ,45 

H 

£ 

> 

•H 

•H 

,Q 

fH 

O ^H 

1 

o 

$ 

X 

X 

H 

£ 

X 0) 

d) 

X 

P 

u 

u 

u 

P T3 

CS 

CO 

p- 

32 


STEWARTRY  of  KIRKCUDBRIGHT 


To  The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 
The  County  Council, 

The  Town  Councils  of  Dalbeattie, 

New  Galloway, 
Gatehouse. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Health,  I have 
prepared,  and  herewith  submit,  my  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  County 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  CLEMIE, 

County  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Sanitary  Department, 
Dunmuir  Road, 

Castle  Douglas. 

1959. 
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INTRODUCTION, ,] 

BUILDING  BYELAWS 


This  year  a Bill  was  introduced  in  Parliament  - termed  The  Building  (Scotland)  Bill.  Its  main 
function  is  to  "establish  new  machinery  in  Scotland  for  examining  building  proposals,  and  for 
Inspecting  buildings  under  construction  in  relation  to  a national  code  of  building  standards  to  be 
nade  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  form  of  regulations",  It  is  also  proposed  inter  alia  to 
'lace  upon  the  Local  Authority  a duty  to  form  a Committee  of  at  least  three  members  from  among  the 
Council  s own  members;  the  Committee  is  referred  to  in  the  Act  as  "the  buildings  authority".  The 
ippointment  of  a Master  of  Works  is  also  to  be  made. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  Department  has  been  responsible  for  some  67  years  (since 
1892)  for  administering  the  Building  Byelaws,  when  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act  was  introduced, 
fhich,  among  other  things,  required  that  when  building  was  contemplated  "petitions  with  plans  and 
sections  be  lodged  with  the  Council".  The  Act  governed  the  construction  of  new  and  existing 
puildings,  and  such  matters  as  lighting  and  ventilation,  size  of  windows  and  the  height  of  rooms. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  Council  had  no  authority  to  make  Byelaws  in  terms  of  the  Act, 
il  though  they  seemed  to  have  power  to  make  Byelaws  for  about  everything  else.  However,  in  1897,  in 
erms  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  Section  181,  the  Local  Authority  were  empowered  to  make 
lyelaws  to  control  certain  aspects  of  building  construction,  and  while  not  embodying  all  aspects, 
aid  down  the  foundation  on  which  subsequent  Byelaws  were  made. 

So  far  as  I can  ascertain,  the  Building  Byelaws  were  adopted  by  the  Northern,  Southern, 
lastern  and  Western  District  Committees  of  the  County  Council  of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright, 
s approved  by  the  County  Council,  on  the  8th  October,  1907,  and  confirmed  by  the  Local  Govern 
lent  Board  for  Scotland  in  February,  1908. 

In  the  year  1938  26th  July  - the  County  Council  repealed  the  1907  Building  Byelaws,  and 
dopted  the  Model  Byelaws  recommended  by  the  Department  of  Health.  These  were  subsequently 
pp roved  by  the  Department  of  Health  on  7th  February,  1939. 

From  February  1939  until  1954,  which  period  included  the  war  years,  these  Byelaws  were 
nforced.  In  1954  the  County  Council  adopted.,  basically,  the  Model  Byelaws  as  recommended  by  the 
epartment  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

From  my  own  experience  of  the  administration  of  the  current  Byelaws,  I have  found  that  in 
any  instances  they  are  not  sufficiently  straightforward.  This  can  lead  to  many  different  inter- 
retations,  and  opinions  may  vary  from  Local  Authority  to  Local  Authority.  The  matter  is  required 
o be  referred  to  a Sheriff  for  final  ruling. 

It  is  most  desirable  that  there  should  be  uniformity  throughout  the  country,  and  I think 
hat  the  introduction  of  regulations  by  the  Secretary  of  State  should  go  a long  way  to  achieve 

his. 


It  seems  to  me  in  retrospect  that  the  construction  of  dwell ing houses  and  buildings  generally 
as  not  changed  a great  deal.  It  has  been  the  materials  used  in  the  construction  which  have 
hanged,  and  not  always  for  the  better.  Today,  many  materials  used  in  building  construction  are 
ressed  into  service  before  they  are  suitably  proved  by  time,  and  I trn.nk  that  this  is  a great 
lstake.  By  all  means  introduce  new  materials  which  will  cut  the  cost  of  construction,  but  these 
iaterials  must  be  approved  by  an  appropriate  authority. 

To  my  mind  there  is  still  vast  improvement  required  in  the  heating  of  our  homes.  I receive 
■oo  many  complaints  about  dampness  in  bedrooms  and  in  cupboard  accommodation;  clothing,  bedding, 
tc. , which  are  left  in  drawers,  wardrobes  and  cupboards  in  these  rooms  become  very  damp  in  the 

'inter  months. 
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It  is  not  sufficient  to  provide  a fireplace  in  the  main  room  and  power  points,  or  indeed  fire- 
places in  bedrooms.  The  cost  of  fuel  is  so  great  that  most  homes  can  only  afford  to  keep  one  fire 
burning.  It  should  be  possible  to  suitably  heat  our  homes  throughout  and  provide  ample  hot  water  and 
cooking  from  the  one  fire,  and  for  the  same  amount  of  fuel  that  is  at  present  being  used.  To  continue 
to  build  homes  without  providing  adequate  heating  throughout  is  a most  serious  mistake,  and  possibly 
gives  rise  to  more  illness  than  is  fully  appreciated. 

The  other  points  with  which  I am  concerned  are  the  excessive  amount  of  condensation  to  be  found 
in  most  sculleries,  especially  when  cooking  is  in  process,  and  the  dispersal  of  cooking  odours.  It  is 
most  disturbing  to  find  the  walls  of  the  apartment  streaming  with  condensation.  It  spoils  the  food  in 
the  larders,  articles  in  the  cupboard  accommodation,  also  the  decoration  of  the  apartment  rapidly 
deteriorates-  I think  that  the  provision  of  a suitable  duct  over  the  cooker  would  go  a long  way  to 
improve  these  complaints.  An  extraction  would,  of  course,  be  a further  help.  The  duct  would  require 
to  be  of  stainless  steel  and  constructed  so  that  it  could  be  easily  dismantled  to  allow  cleaning. 
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HOUSING 

This  year  a further  Return  was  submitted  to  the  Department  indicating  the  Council’s  proposals 
for  dealing  with  the  unfit  properties  in  their  area,  also  the  number  of  houses  to  be  built  in  the 
next  three  years. 

During  the  year  73  Representations  in  respect  of  properties,  which  were  considered  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  in  terms  of  Section  9 of  the  Act,  were  submitted  to  the  appropriate 
Committee.  This  is  the  highest  number  for  any  year  yet  recorded,  and  it  now  makes  a total  of  304 
houses  represented  since  my  appointment  in  1952.  There  are,  however,  still  some  490  houses  on 
the  Council  s list  of  unfit  houses,  and  I cannot  foresee  that  the  same  progress  will  be  made  in 
the  following  years.  A large  proportion  of  the  houses  to  be  dealt  with  are  occupied  by  elderly 
persons,  and  the  Council  s policy  at  present  is  to  allow  the  occupants  to  remain  in  occupancy, 
and  when  the  tenancy  falls  vacant,  to  deal  with  the  properties. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  the  modified  assistance  scheme  towards  improving  existing  properties 
is  introduced  that  this  will  also  assist.  It  may  well  be,  however,  that  a lower  standard  will 
require  to  be  accepted 

At  one  time  an  attempt  was  made  to  classify  houses  into  three  or  four  categories,  and  to 
achieve  to  bring  them  up  to  Class  1 category,  namely,  every  house  to  be  up  to  the  standard  of 
the  Building  Byelaws,  which  inter  alia  includes  adequate  scullery  accommodation,  larder, 
washing  facilities,  tub  and  sink,  bathroom,  containing  bath,  wash-basin  and  W< C*  , rooms 
adequately  lighted  and  ventilated  and  free  from  dampness,  and  the  house  in  good  repair.  An 
effort  is  being  made  to  attain  this  goal,  and  persuasion,  encouragement  and  advice  is  given  by 
the  Area  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  owners  towards  this  end,  but  I am  afraid  that  it  will  be 
many  years,  if  at  all,  before  this  standard  will  be  reached 

The  County  Council  completed  10  houses  during  the  year  and  6 houses  for  erection  by  private 
enterprise,  were  approved. 

The  number  of  applications  this  year  for  the  reconstruction  of  existing  properties  in  terms 
of  Section  111  has  not  been  nearly  as  high  as  previous  years,  there  being  58  applications,  a 
further  drop  of  11,  and  only  53  of  these  were  finally  approved.  This  makes  a total  of  445  since 
the  scheme  of  assistance  was  introduced.  The  number  of  houses  altered  in  some  way  without  aid  of 

grant  was  70. 

Plans  submitted  in  terms  of  the  Building  Byelaws  numbered  400  this  year,  46  more  than  the 

previous  year. 

Problems  continue  to  arise  over  the  interpretation  of  the  byelaws  and  it  is  hoped  that 
clarification  will  come  when  the  Secretary  of  State  issues  Regulations  on  the  introduction  of  the 

Bill. 

The  following  gives  some  indication  of  the  work  carried  out  in  terms  of  the  Housing  Acts  and 
Building  Byelaws, 

A further  73- Representations,  recommending  that  properties  be  dealt  with  in  terms  of  Section  9 
were  submitted  to  the  Council  during  the  year.  Since  the  scheme  of  assistance  for  the  reconstruction 
of  existing  properties  commenced,  490  applications  have  received  grants  and  445  of  those  approved. 

During  the  year  10  County  Council  houses  were  completed  and  6 new  houses  for  erection  by 
private  enterprise  were  approved.  12  applications  for  the  erection  of  new  houses  with  aid  of  grant 
were  also  approved. 

The  number  of  plans  lodged  for  approval  in  terms  of  the  Building  Byelaws  was  400  - 46  more 
than  the  year  previous.  There  are  some  218  Byelaws,  not  including  the  Schedules  and  Tables, 
pertaining  to  the  construction  of  buildings  and  the  interpretation  of  these  and  their  administration 
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is  quite  a task.  Since  their  introduction  in  1954  there  have  been  many  points  raised  by  this  Depart- 
ment, and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  it  is  intended,  following  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Building  Legislation  in  Scotland,  to  revise  the  Building  Byelaws  in  some  aspects. 

The  following  give  some  indication  of  the  work  carried  out  in  terms  of  the  Housing  Acts  and 
Building  Byelaws;  - 


Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950-1952. 


Section  3.  11  applications  for  Grant  were  received  in  respect  of  10  four- apartment,  3 five-apart- 

ment and  2 three- apartment  houses.  Approval  was  given  for  8 four- apartment,  3 five- apartment  and  2 
three  apartment  houses,  one  application  being  cancelled. 

During  the  year  2 four -apartment,  1 three- apartment  and  1 five-apartment  houses  were  completed, 
making  a total  of  12  three- apartment,  148  four-apartment  and  15  five- apartment  houses  completed, 
with  financial  assistance,  since  the  Scheme  came  into  being. 

No.  of  visits  of  inspection 31. 


Section  111.  58  applications  for  Improvement  Grant  were  received  this  year.  53  of  these  were 

appro  4 withdrawn  and  1 refused. 

No.  of  visits  of  inspection  97 

Section  9.  73  Representations  were  recommended  and  notices  in  terms  of  Section  9 were  served  as 

follows;  - 


36  Closing  Orders 
10  Demolition  Orders 
18  Undertakings 
2 Cancellations 

Section  6.  Inspections  of  houses  are  continually  being  made. 

Section  5.  No  official  notices  have  been  served,  but  letters  have  been  sent  to  a number  of  owners 

asking  them  to  give  consideration  to  the  installation  of  W.  C.  accommodation. 


Section  7.  No  offical  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Section. 

Building  Byelaws  - Details  of  Plans. 

New  Houses 

Private 

County  Council  (10)  

Section  3 (13)  

Alterations  to  Houses 


a 


9 

2 

11 


Without  aid  of  Grant  76 

With  aid  of  Grant  58 

Dairy  Premises  (new) 1 

Other  Farm  Buildings 37 

Garages 44 

Temporary  Houses  

Petrol  Pumps  2 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  42 

Summer  Huts 8 

Electricity  Supplies * 58 

Others  52 


400 
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SCAVENGING 


The  service  continues  to  run  smoothly,  and  no  serious  complaint  was  received. 

The  Scavenging  Scheme  has  been  operated  by  contract  for  some  13  years  now.  The  cost  per  mile 
is  approximately  2/-;  this  includes  the  service  of  a driver  and  mate,  and  I think  that  it  will  be 
agreed  that  it  compares  favourably  with  direct  labour  services  operated  by  the  Local  Authority. 

A once-weekly  service  is  operated  throughout  the  villages,  and,  if  possible,  on  application, 
refuse  is  collected  from  roadside  houses  on  the  route  taken  by  the  vehicle. 

The  amount  of  tins,  bottles,  cardboard  boxes,  papers,  etc.,  in  the  summer  months  is  quite  a 
problem.  The  amount  of  ashes  drops  considerably,  and  there  is  not  sufficient  to  blind  the  coup 
face,  consequently,  it  is  difficult  to  keep  the  tip  in  a reasonably  tidy  state.  However,  in  the 
winter,  when  the  amount  of  ashes  increases,  the  position  is  improved. 

The  refuse  tips  are  namely:-  Castle  Douglas,  situated  in  the  Burgh  of  Castle  Douglas,  which 
is  shared  by  the  County  and  the  Burgh,  and  one  which  is  situated  outside  the  Burgh  of  Dalbeattie, 
and  is  the  largest,  being  approximately  15  acres  in  area.  Stronord  refuse  tip  serves  the  Western 
part  of  the  County,  and  is  on  the  small  side.  It  has  been  very  difficult  to  find  a piece  of 
ground  for  a tip  to  serve  this  area-  The  last  load  is  being  taken  to  Castle  Douglas  tip  Recently, 
however,  a farmer  made  application  to  have  refuse  tipped  on  to  a piece  of  land  which  he  wished  to 
reclaim,  and  the  Council  agreed  to  this. 

As  stated  in  previous  report,  the  number  of  applications  to  uplift  refuse  from  properties 
outwith  the  special  districts  has  increased  considerably,'  the  time  is  fast  approaching,  however, 

when  the  limit  will  be  reached. 

A further  20  applications  were  received  for  the  uplifting  of  household  refuse.  The  properties 
(concerned  were  mainly  situated  on  the  route  taken  by  the  vehicles.  Where  possible,  the  service 
was  granted.  This  makes  a total  of  89  properties  receiving  the  service. 

40,289  miles  were  traversed  by  the  vehicle  this  year,  or  approximately  387  miles  per  vehicle 
each  week.  The  approximate  amount  of  refuse  collected  was  3,939  tons. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  carried  out  57  visits  of  Inspection  in  the 
administration  of  the  service. 

FOOD  and  DRUGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT.,  1956 

A total  of  253  samples  of  food  were  taken  for  analysis  41  Formal  and  212  Test.  Of  these,  21 
ere  found  to  be  adulterated.  The  21  adulterated  samples  represented  16  articles  of  food  and  on 
ormal  samples  being  taken  it  was  only  found  necessary  to  recommend  proceedings  in  5 instances, 
amely,  3 samples  of  sliced  sausages,  1 mince  and  1 milk. 

Details  of  the  samples  are  given  in  the  following  table:- 


Articles 

Formal 

Test 

Total 

Adul terated 

Milk 

15 

148 

163 

6 

Mince 

4 

8 

12 

5 

Sliced  Sausage 

2 

5 

7 

- 

Fish  Fingers 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Skinless  Pork  Sausages 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Beef  Sausages  - Links 

- 

7 

7 

- 

Minced  Chicken 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Ground  Cinnamon 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Table  Jelly 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Mince  and  Chicken 

- 

1 

1 

Carry  forward  21 

174 

195 

11 
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Articles 

Brought  forward 

Chicken  and  Ham  Paste 
Instant  Coffee 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Ointment 
Vaseline  Petroleum  Jelly 
Tincture  of  Iodine 
Aspirin  Tablets 
Glauber  Salts 

Ammoniated  Quinine  Tablets 

Whiskey 

Ice  Cream 

Sliced  Beef  Sausages 
Pork  Fingers 
Pork  Link  Sausages 
Orange  Squash 
Self  Raising  Flour 
Fish  Cakes 
Sweet  Milk 
Mixed  Spice 


Formal 

Test 

Total 

Adul  te  rated 

21 

174 

195 

11 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

12 

2 

14 

- 

3 

16 

19 

2 

4 

6 

10 

8 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

41 

212 

253 

21 

MILK  and  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1914 

The  registration  of  dairy  premises  dropped  by  9 to  571. 

Most  of  the  premises  are  up  to  Dairy  Byelaw  standard,  and  improvements  are  being  carried  out 
all  the  time  in  most  premises.  The  standard  of  the  premises  and  cleanliness  on  the  whole  is  very  { 
high,  and  the  producers  are  to  be  highly  commended  on  their  efforts. 

During  the  year  58  applications  for  registration  of  premises  were  received.  These  were  mainly 
for  the  re-  registration  of  existing  premises  through  change  of  ownership,  amendments  and  sons 
being  taken  into  partnership,  etc.  In  all  cases  where  the  premises  were  to  be  improved,  an  under- 
taking was  given  that  all  works  required  would  be  carried  out  within  a specified  time  before 
recommending  registration. 

The  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board's  scheme  for  the  collection  of  milk  from  bulk  milk  tanks 
appears  to  be  working  satisfactorily.  A few  more  producers  applied  for  permission  to  instal 
tanks,  and  any  necessary  works  were  carried  out. 

673  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  registered  premises  within  the  County  as  at  31st 
December,  19  58s- 


Number  of  premises  registered  at  l/l/58  580 

Number  of  registrations  cancelled  during  1958  9 

Number  of  premises  registered  at  3 1/ 12/ 58  571 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1932 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  continues  to  act  as  Detention  Officer  in  terms  of  the  Regulations. 

It  is  his  duty  to  detain  anything  that  is  a departure  from  the  normal  and  call  upon  the 
services  of  the  Meat  Inspector.  For  a rural  area,  I feel  that  a high  standard  of  Meat 
Inspection  is  maintained. 

Three  slaughterhouses  serve  the  County  - two  privately  and  one  publicly  owned.  The  largest 
of  these  is  situated  in  Castle  Douglas,  and  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Burgh  Council. 

The  two  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  are  situated  in  the  Burghs,  one  in  Kirkcudbright 
and  the  other  in  New  Galloway,  The  one  in  Kirkcudbright  is  used  solely  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs. 
In  the  case  of  the  slaughterhouse  at  New  Galloway,  it  is  used  by  one  firm^  and  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  is  not  great. 


ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948 


In  the  year  75  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis.  Of  these,  8 were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  When  the  samples  are  unsatisfactory,  the  equipment  and  premises  of  the 
producer  are  inspected,  and  attention  is  drawn  to  faulty  methods  of  production,  if  any. 

As  at  31st  December,  1958,  there  were  14  Certificates  of  Registration  in  force  in  respect  of 
premises,  and  5 in  respect  of  vehicles  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream, 

The  undemoted  tables  show  the  number  of  registrations  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  Ice  Cream: ~ 

Table  1 Premises  Vehicle 

No.  of  registrations  granted  2 

No.  of  registrations  cancelled  

Total  number  of  registrations  in  force  at  31/13^58 14  5 


Table  2 


Description 

No.  of  Samples 
examined 

No.  of  Satisfactory 
Resul ts 

No.  of  Un satis- 
factory  results 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

60 

52 

8 

Pre-packed  Ice  Cream 

15 

15 

- 

Total 

75 

67 

8 

PREVENTION  Of  DAMAGE  by  PESTS  ACT.  1949 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  administration  of  the  scheme.  One  Rodent  Control  Officer  is 
employed,  and  routine  inspections  of  premises  were  carried  out.  In  particular,  enqjhasis  was  placed 
on  the  inspection  of  hotels,  catering  and  food  premises.  The  owner!s  attention  is  drawn  to  any 
infestation,  and  the  services  of  the  Officer  are  offered. 

The  Scheme  continues  to  work  satisfactorily,  and  the  services  of  the  Officer  were  in  demand. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  Returns  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  gives  an 
account  of  the  work  undertaken; - 
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Local 
Author!  ty 
Properties 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business  or 

Industrial 

Premises 

Agri- 
cul  tural 
Properties 

TOTAL 

1.  Number 
by  the 
1958 
(a)  As 

of  properties  inspected 
Local  Authority  during 

a result  of  notification 

3 

240 

9 

120 

372 

(b)  Otherwise 

38 

22 

54 

341 

455 

Total 

41 

262 

63 

461 

827 

2-  Number  of  above  properties  found 
to  be  infested  with  rats  or  mice 

9 

108 

12 

240 

369 

3.  Number  of  above  infested  properties 
satisfactorily  cleared 
(a)  By  the  Local  Authority 

9 

108 

8 

210 

335 

(b)  Otherwise 

- 

- 

4 

30 

34 

To  tal 

9 

108 

12 

240 

369 

4.  Number  of  Notices  served  under 
Section  4 
(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Works 

- 

- 

- 

5.  No.  of  cases  in  which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local  Authority  follow- 
ing issue  of  Notice  under  Section  4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

6.  Number  of  Notices  issued  under 
Section  6 (2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Number  of  Ships  treated  - Nil.  Number  of 

Rodent  Control 

Certificates 

issued  - Nil. 

FACTORIES  ACTS.,  1937  and  1948 

The  number  of  factories  included  in  the  register  is  now  114. 

There  are  78  situated  in  the  Landward  Area  and  38  in  the  Burghs  in  which  we  administer  the 
Actj  108  of  these  are  mechanically  powered  and  6 are  non-mechanical. 

In  terms  of  Section  107*  9 premises  were  inspected. 

In  the  year,  134  visits  of  inspection  were  carried  out. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  is  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  the  factories 
within  the  Burghs.  Three  Burghs  have  the  use  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector- s services,  and  he 
is  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  the  factories  within  those  Burghs. 

The  following  is  an  indication  of  the  industries  carried  on  in  the  various  factories:- 
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Factories  using  Mechanical  Power 


Acids i 

Ammunition  Inspection  and  Cleaning i 

Ardil  i 

Baker  5 

Blacksmith 7 

Bobbins  2 

Bone  Manure l 

Boot  Repairs  2 

Cabinets 1 

Cattle  Food 1 

Cream,  Butter  and  Cheese 2 

Egg  Grading 1 

Electricity  Generation 7 

Gas 1 

Gloves 1 

Grain 2 

Grani te  Crushing 5 

Joiner 22 

Knackery 1 

Meat  Mincer  1 

Mil k Powder  1 

Mince  and  Sausages  2 

Motor  Repairs i ................. . 15 

Plant  Repairs  1 

Prl  nting 1 

Sawmills  20 

Sculptor  1 

Tailor  1 

Whey  Condensing  1 


108 


Factories  using  no  Mechanical  Power 

Bl acksmi th  1 

Joiner  3 

Tailor  2 

6 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  much  awaited  regulations  have  not  yet  materialised. 

No  action  is  being  taken  by  this  Department  until  the  Regulations  have  come  into  force. 

A number  of  traders  have  approached  the  Department  regarding  different  matters,  but  they  have 
been  advised  to  delay  any  structural  work. 


THE  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

No  premises  exist,  so  far  as  is  known,  which  require  to  be  registered  in  terms  of  the  Act. 

THE  ALKALI,  etc.,  WORKS  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER,  1951. 

The  requirements  of  the  Act  continue  to  receive  attention  when  necessary. 


METHYLATED  SPIRITS  (SALE  BY  RETAIL) (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1937. 

18  premises  are  registered  in  terms  of  the  above  Act.  This  is  an  increase  of  1 from  the 
previous  year.  The  licences  were  renewed  during  the  year,  and  visits  of  inspections  were 
carried  out. 
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PHARMACY  and  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

24  premises  were  registered  in  terms  of  the  above  Act  for  the  sale  of  poisons. 

RAG,  FLOCK  and  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 


No  premises  are  registered  in  terms  of  the  above  Act. 

SHOP  ACT,  1950  - SECTION  3 8. 

No  official  action  was  taken  in  terms  of  the  Act.  Inspections  of  premises  were  carried  out. 

THE  FLOUR  (COMPOSITION)  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1965. 

Samples  of  flour  were  taken  for  analysis. 

THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  of  CRUELTY)  (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS,  1965- 

No  evidence  of  cruelty  was  noted,  and  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  continued  to  receive 
attention. 


SLAUGHTER  of  ANIMALS  (PIGS)  ACT,  1953. 

Although  this  Act  does  not  place  a specific  duty  on  the  Local  Authority,  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  requested  their  help  in  its  enforcement. 

SLAUGHTER  of  ANIMALS  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1928  and  13i9. 

Licences  in  terms  of  the  above  Act  have  been  granted  during  the  year.  Visits  of  inspection  have 
been  carried  out  regularly. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1956. 

Two  privately  and  one  publicly  owned  slaughterhouses  are  provided  in  terms  of  the  above  Act  - 
all  are  situated  within  Burghs,  There  is  one  privately  owned  knackery  in  the  Landward  Area. 

AGRICULTURAL  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  and  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956. 

It  is  requested  by  this  Act  that  the  provision  of  water  closet  accommodation  and  washing 
facilities  be  made  readily  available  to  farm  workers.  The  Act  is  receiving  attention. 

THE  DISEASES  of  ANIMALS  (LICENSING  of  WASTE  FOOD  STERILISATION 
PLANT)  ORDER,  1954. 

Further  licences  were  granted  during  the  year,  and  inspections  of  premises  were  carried  out. 

THE  FOOT  and  MOUTH  DISEASE  (INFECTED  AREAS;  SPECIAL  ORDER, 

No.  35,  1953, 

No  action  was  necessary  in  terms  of  the  Act. 

DANGEROUS  DRUGS  ACT,  1951. 

A watching  brief  is  kept  on  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 
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THE  CREMATION  ACT,  1902 

No  Crematorium  is  provided, 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  and  MARKETING)  ACT,  1928. 

During  inspection  of  shops  the  requirements  of  the  above  Act  are  kept  in  mind 
No  premises  are  registered  for  cold  or  chemical  storage  of  eggs, 

REGULATION  of  CONDITIONS  in  OFFICES 
Public  Health  Circular  No  28,  1938 

When  necessary,  the  requirements  of  the  above  Act  are  enforced. 

D H S CIRCULAR  No.  44/1953- 
THE  PREVENTION  of  NUISANCE  from  BLOWFLIES 
The  control  of  blowflies  received  attention. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS) ^SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS.  1952, 

The  Rodent  Control  Officer  carries  out  inspection  of  any  ships  which  he  considers  necessary. 
No  cases  of  infectious  disease  among  the  crews  of  the  vessels  were  reported, 

THE  PARROTS  ^PROHIBITION  of  IMPORT;  REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND;  , 1930, 

The  requirements  of  the  Regulations  are  kept  in  mind. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (AIRCRAFT/  REGULATIONS,  1952- 
Contacts  of  infectious  diseases  are  notified  to  this  Local  Authority 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASES;  REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND)  , 1932 

A number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  was  investigated,  and  fumigation  was  carried  out 

where  necessary. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

The  requirements  of  the  above  Act  are  enforced  where  necessary. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  -PRESERVATIVES,  etc.  , in  FOOD)  REGULATIONS 

Samples  of  mince  and  sausages  were  taken  for  analysis.  Where  the  amount  of  Sulphur  Dioxide 
contravened  the  Regulations,  prosecution  was  recommended. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1897  - Section  43. 

Seizure  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

During  the  year,  articles  of  food  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
resulted  in  52  Certificates  being  issued  to  holders  of  goods.  The  weight  of 'foodstuffs  involved 
amounted  to  1684  lbs.  14  ozs. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926- 


This  enactment  continues  to  receive  attention  by  this  Department. 
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FERTILISERS  and  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

During  the  year  23  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  in  terms  of  the  above  Act.  It  was  reported 
by  the  Analyst  that  in  four  instances  the  samples  submitted  did  not  comply  in  all  respects  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act.  The  firms  concerned  were  advised  that  the  product  did  not  comply*  and  it 
was  requested  that  measures  be  taken  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  enactment.  In  all  instances  an 
assurance  was  given  that  the  matter  would  be  rectified  at  once.  Samples  taken  from  these  firms  at  a 
later  date  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  monthly  bacteriological  sampling  of  all  Burgh  and  village  water  supplies  continued  to  be 
carried  out.  In  all  583  samples  were  taken  and  of  these  178  were  found  not  to  be  entirely  satis- 
factory and  the  County  Engineer  and  Burgh  Engineers  were  advised  accordingly. 

Complaints  were  received  from  private  supplies  for  which  this  Department  is  wholly  responsible, 
and  samples  were  taken  where  corisidered  necessary. 

The  source  of  water  supply  for  new  houses  and  those  reconstructed  with  aid  of  Grant  is  fully 
examined  and  technical  advice  is  given  to  harness  and  protect  the  source  of  supply. 

114  samples  from  private  sources  were  despatched  for  bacteriological  examination  and  29  for 

chemical  analysis. 

691  visits  were  made  by  the  Inspectors  in  connection  with  water  supplies, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1897  - Section  16. 

No  official  action  was  required  in  terms  of  the  above  Act.  Complaints  were  numerous  and  not  all 
fell  to  be  dealt  with  in  terms  of  the  Act.  Complaints  consisted  of  defective  drainage,  stagnant  pools 
of  water,  alleged  nuisances  from  caravans  parked  opposite  housing  schemes,  keeping  of  pigs,  derelict 
houses,  defective  drainage,  etc.  All  complaints  were  investigated  and  the  necessary  action  taken. 

RIVERS  (PREVENTION  of  POLLUTION)  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1951. 

The  Solway  River  Purification  Board  (Area  and  Establishment) 

Order,  1953. 

The  question  of  new  or  altered  discharges  are  referred  to  the  Board  for  their  attention  and  on 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  above  Act  this  Department  works  in  close  liaison, 

FOOD  and  DRUGS  (SCOTT. AND/  ACT,  1956  - Section  20. 

Cleansing  of  Shell  Fish 

Shellfish  beds  are  situated  at  Heston  Island  at  the  mouth  of  Auchencaim  Bay  in  the  Solway 
Firth.  The  fish  are  sent  by  train  to  markets  in  England.  No  complaints  were  received  by  me. 

Enquiries  were  made  regarding  a new  shellfish  bed,  and  samples  of  water  and  fish  were  despatched 
to  the  Bacteriologist  for  examination  - nothing  further  materialised. 
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BURGH  of  NEW  GALLOWAY 

Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1958- 
Population  282  • value  (G)  Value  (R) 

WATER  SUPPLY:  The  monthly  sample  results  were  consistently  better  than  in  previous  years,  in 

spite  of  prolonged  rainy  weather.  The  augmenting  of  the  supply  by  a spring  near  the  Maggot 
Plantation  proved  to  be  of  considerable  help,  and  the  bum  supply  of  previous  years  was 
entirely  excluded  from  the  reservoir.  No  further  augmentation  of  the  supply  was  undertaken 
during  the  year,  but  should  augmentation  prove  necessary,  there  are  two  other  spring  sources 
which  might  be  worthy  of  further  examination.  The  main  pipes  were  thoroughly  scoured,  and  more 
frequent  scouring  is  intended. 

DRAINAGE:  A complaint  was  made  of  incapacity  of  a part  of  the  sewerage  near  the  schoolhouse, 

and  investigation  indicated  that  during  very  wet  weather  the  pipe  bore  and  hydraulic  gradient 
could  not  cope  with  the  storm  water.  The  matter  was  reported,  but  no  action  has  as  yet  been 

taken. 

HOUSING:  No  plans  were  submitted  in  respect  of  erection  of  new  houses.  Plans  were  approved, 

and  work  carried  out  in  respect  of  minor  alterations  and  improvements  to  dwellings.  No  action 
was  taken  under  Section  7 or  9 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  These  are  being  satisfactorily  maintained  and  frequently  cleansed. 

SCAVENGING:  The  refuse  collection  service  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during  the 

year.  A fence  of  open  wire  mesh  was  erected  along  the  base  of  the  refuse  tip  to  prevent  light 
and  bulky  refuse  from  falling  into  the  nearby  burn.  The  tip  face  has,  over  the  years,  become 
very  deep  and  rodent  control  is  difficult  - fortunately,  the  tip  is  reasonably  rat- free. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS:  During  the  year  4 visits  to  factories  and  workshops  were  made  when 

conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

SHOPS:  No  action  was  necessary  under  the  enactment. 

MEAT  INSPECTION:  Regular  inspection  of  meat  and  offal  is  carried  out  at  the  private  slaughter- 

house in  compliance  with  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1932,  and  a Register 
is  kept  in  accordance  with  Schedule  1 of  same, 

BUILDING  BYELAWS:  Reports  on  all  plans  submitted  were  made  to  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court,  bearing 

in  mind  the  Building  Byelaws  now  operating  in  the  Burgh. 

NUISANCE:  Defective  drainage,  causing  pollution  of  a small  water  course,  and  giving  rise  to  an 

offensive  odour,  was  determined,  and  a considerable  length  of  drainage  had  to  be  renewed  to 
provide  efficient  drainage  to  the  public  sewer. 
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BURGH  of  DALBEATTIE 

Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1958- 

WATER  SUPPLY,  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of  the  water  supply.  Routine 
samples  of  the  water  submitted  for  analysis  show  that  the  water  continues  to  be  suitable  for 
dietetic  purposes. 

SEWAGE  and  DRAINAGE  SYSTEM;  There  were  no  complaints  received,  and  the  system  continues  to 
function  satisfactorily. 

CLEANSING  The  refuse  vehicle  continues  to  give  satisfactory  service.  The  refuse  dump  at  Moss 
Road  is  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition, 

HOUSING,:  Two  new  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise.  The  William  Street  housing  scheme 

was  completed  early  in  the  year,  and  work  is  well  advanced  in  the  New  Road  scheme.  Four  smaller- 
type  houses  were  completed  for  the  re  housing  of  old  folks,  and  these  are  now  occupied. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES^  The  conveniences  in  Colliston  Park  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
and  c'ne  conveniences  at  the  Town  Hall  were  redecorated. 

NUISANCES  and  COMPLAINTS!  Ten  nuisances  and  complaints  were  investigated  during  the  year,  and  in 

each  case  the  complaint  was  remedied.  The  complaints  were  mainly  of  disrepair  of  houses  and  choked 

drains. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS  During  the  year  34  inspections  were  made  to  factories,  and  in  two 

instances  the  attention  of  the  owners  was  drawn  to  the  lack  of  cleanliness. 

ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1918  Inspections  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured 
an<l/or  retailed  were  made  during  the  year.  There  is  now  only  one  manufacturer  within  the  Burgh, 
and  his  premises  and  equipment  are  satisfactory. 

10  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  analysis  by  the  County  Analyst  and  Bacteriologist,  and 
all  were  found  satisfactory. 

FOOD  and  DRUGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1956;  Routine  and  formed  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
in  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  statutory  proceedings. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  354  lbs.  of  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  destroyed. 

MILK  and  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1914!  Regular  inspections  were  made  to  all  milk  producers  and 
retailers  in  the  Burgh,  and  their  premises  and  equipment  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE;  There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  within  the  Burgh  during  the  year. 

DISINFECTIONS'  In  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  fumigate  a house  prior  to  the  tenant 
removing  to  a Council  house. 
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BURGH  of  GATEHOUSE  of  FLEET 

Report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year  1958. 


WATER  SUPPLY:  The  Burgh  supply  Is  taken  from  Barlay  Burn  and  is  subjected  to  sand  filtration 

and  storage. 

Monthly  bacteriological  samples  are  taken  and  in  most  instances  these  have  proved  to  be 

satisfac  tory. 

DRAINAGE:  The  main  sewage  scheme  is  administered  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor.  Septic  tanks  are 

provided  and  the  effluent  discharges  into  the  River  Fleet. 

No  complaints  were  received. 

SCAVENGING:  The  refuse  is  removed  by  a wagon  drawn  by  a tractor  and  is  dumped  into  a disused 

quarry. 

Visits  of  inspection  are  carried  out  and  the  Rodent  Control  Officer  keeps  the  tip  under 
surveil lance. 

MILK  and  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND,/  ACT,  1914:  One  registered  producers  premises  are  situated  in 

the  Burgh.  The  producer  holds  a Tuberculin  Tested  Licence  in  terms  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1951  and  retails  milk  in  the  Burgh.  The  premises  are  regularly 
visited. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS:  The  premises  are  inspected  as  required  and  nothing  to  which 

exception  could  be  taken  was  found. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1897:  The  requirements  of  the  Act  were  borne  in  mind  and 

complaints  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 
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